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KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 

 

Famous PEOPLE Players Theatre 
with Diane Dupuy 
 
Prepare to be WOWED by “Going Bananas”, a visually stunning, magical 

performance by the internationally renowned Famous PEOPLE Players along with 

keynote speaker, Diane Dupuy. 

 
 
Diane Dupuy is the Founder and President of 

the internationally acclaimed black light theatre 

company, Famous PEOPLE Players. 

Diane’s extraordinary work on both artistic and 

humanitarian levels has garnered her many 

prestigious awards, including the Order of 

Canada and the Ernest & Young Social 

Entrepreneur Award.  She is the author of four 

best-selling books.  

Diane is a wonderful motivational speaker with 

an amazing, inspirational message! 
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTORS 

SESSION A (10:35 – 11:45)  

 

A1. New Approaches to Time Management for LD Children 
Pierre Séguin and Dana Kinsella 

Children with learning disabilities face unique challenges with respect to time management. 
Executive function deficiencies such as ADHD can impair awareness of the passage of time, cause 
children to become distracted and lose track of what they are supposed to be doing. The need for 
consistency, structure and transition management is especially acute for behaviour-challenged kids. 
How can educators support children in a highly individualized teaching environment without losing 
track of it all? 

Pierre Séguin, founder and CEO of Brili, Inc. (http://brili.co) and Dana Kinsella-Pratt OCT will present 
some of the latest thinking and best practices on classroom time management. They will map out 
some of the pitfalls to avoid and demonstrate possible approaches that teachers can apply today to 
help make their students stay focused, anticipate transitions and learn to manage their time. 

Pierre Séguin has been a leader in technology innovation for almost two decades, spearheading multimillion-
dollar projects for Fortune 500 companies. He created Brili to help children stay on task and manage 
routines, applying his experience to help his learning-disabled son and other kids facing similar challenges. 

Dana has been a classroom teacher for 15 years. She has taught in both the panels and is currently the 
Program Leader of Special Education at a re-engagement secondary school in Sudbury. She uses Brili in her 
classroom with individual students and at home with her 8 year old son. 

 
A2. A Day in the Life: Using Technology within a Contained Classroom 
Erica Glover 

This presentation will share with you what a typical day in my contained classroom looks like. I will 
showcase the iPad apps that I use and how I use technology to support the various academic, life 
skills development and personal needs of my students. The apps that I use can be easily adapted to 
fit the needs of any student, mainstream or contained. This presentation is ideal for both experienced 
or "new to technology" teachers. Participants will walk away with a variety of new ideas, ready to try 
on Monday in their own classes! 

Erica Glover has a Specialist in Special Education, an AQ in Autism and completed  teacher's college in a 
specialist course designed to give her additional special education-based experience (i.e. an IBI preschool 
for kids with autism). She has taught in a contained junior grade classroom for 7 years and is currently in her 
second year teaching students with autism in a contained ASD Class. She presented at the conference last 
year and was inspired by the positive feedback and teacher visits to her classroom, making her want to 
present for a second time. She is also a mother to two boys; identified Gifted/ADHD. 

 
A3.  Blending “In” a Digital Classroom 
Mike Adam and Tara Mitchell 

The iPad can be a catalyst for challenging educators to rethink how they teach and how students 
learn. AT apps designed to support written output can also facilitate and enhance student creation of 
rich media content. Imagine your student’s learning style blending in seamlessly with their peers. 
Media creation and accessibility supports, when paired together, engage learners to express their 
individual creativity and understanding of ideas. Join us in examining how the iPad can be leveraged 
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to support students with reading and writing challenges, when creating multimedia content. Leave 
this workshop with a variety of ideas and resources for supporting your students in media creation.  

Sample explorations: Built-in Accessibility, Adobe Voice, Explain Everything, Book Creator, 
Inspiration Maps, keyboard extensions and many more.  

Mike Adam is the Assistive Technology Team Lead for the Lambton Kent District School Board. He has 20 
years of teaching experience and is dedicated to providing effective assistive technology supports for all 
learners. Tara Mitchell is new to the Assistive Technology Team and has taught with the LKDSB for twelve 
years, successfully integrating technology with her students and staff team. She brings with her enthusiasm 
and passion for learning, a proven track record in supporting all students with technology. 

 
A4.  Creating Digital Portfolios with Chromebooks 
Todd Sniezek 

This session will introduce users to a variety of tools that are available on Chromebooks (and 
therefore, every computer) that can enable students to create a plethora of multimedia for a digitally 
enhanced portfolio of learning. We will look at Google Draw, Google Presentations, and some other 
free web enabled tools (Soundtrap and Clipchamp). These tools will be used to make spectacular, 
authentic products; allowing students to be creative, collaborative, critical thinkers that can 
demonstrate how they learn in a variety of formats. The tools are simple, flexible, and can intertwine 
with ease to produce an exemplary learning portfolio. 

Todd Sniezek is an Instructional Coach at the District School Board of Niagara. In his past position as the IT4 
Learning Consultant and in his new role, he spends the majority of his time learning and sharing his passion 
for technology integration with his board. His love of everything digital and fondness for embedding rich, 
technology-enabled learning in the classroom is infectious for everyone around him. He constantly pushes 
the limits of what can be done with the tools available and he is more than willing to share his excitement 
with anybody who asks and often with those that don’t. 

 
A5. BYOD and Assistive Technology 

Connie Gray and Sue Watson 

Bring in Your Own Device (BYOD) 1:1 was initiated at two secondary schools in our board. Other 
schools encourage students to bring in their own devices too!! As a response to this, we have 
worked with schools to provide assistive technology to any student who needs it. Generally, we see 
laptop, iPad and Chromebook technology. We support teachers in ways to file manage using these 
devices. Our planning for teacher PD promotes the use of assistive technology as part of the lesson 
and modelled by the teacher. Students are expected to use the assistive technology as part of their 
learning by leveraging and including the tools and features of the device. 
 

Connie Gray has been working in the area of Special Education and Assistive Technology for over twenty 
years. She oversees the SEA Claims and PD for Simcoe County DSB. Sue Watson has worked in her role 
as a software trainer, for many years providing training to teachers, support staff and students. 

 
A6. The Need to Rebrand Assistive Technology 
Dr. Todd Cunningham and Doug Ferris 

By definition, assistant technology is any technology that maintains, improves, or increases the 
functioning of an individual with a disability. In the past, we in education have kept assistive 
technology for those who have had specific academic impairments. However, the exclusivity created 
a negative stigma towards this technology. Students did not want to use their laptops in the 
classroom as they have become the “new flag of stupidity”. However, many of the tools that once 
were "assistive technology" are common tools that we all use today. Therefore, we need to rebrand 
assistive technology as "advance technology". To issue in this new advanced technology to the 
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inclusive environment, let’s rebrand our special ed. students as the new “geek squad” and be 
responsible for teaching typically developing students how to use this technology. A model on how 
this transformation can take place and has taken place will be presented.  

Todd is a clinical and school psychologist registered in Ontario. He offers psychological services in private 
practice as well as for the University of Toronto, where he is on faculty. His innovative research investigates 
the integration of assistive technology and learning strategies for children with learning difficulties due to a 
variety of reasons. 
Doug is a Vice Principal Durham District School Board. In his previous role as a special education teacher, 
Doug founded the "Advanced Technology Group" which made students using assistive technology leaders 
and trainers of this "advanced" technology for other students in the school. 

 
A7. Minecraft as an Assistive Technology Tool 
Martha Jez 

This session will explore how Minecraft is fostering critical thinking, collaboration, creative and 
citizenship skills for students with disabilities.  Come and see how this wildly popular game offers 
these types of opportunities for our students. 

Martha Jez is Director of Professional Programs for Fair Chance Learning.  Passionate about knowledge 
mobilization, she works to create networks of innovators and educators across Canada. Martha was 
a Learning Strategist with the Counselling and Development Centre of York University, providing learning 
strategies and AT support for students with disabilities while completing her Master’s in Critical Disability 
Studies. In collaboration with school boards across Ontario, Martha has designed and implemented ministry 
directed projects which integrate various technologies to increase teacher efficacy and student 
success.  Martha has enabled accessibility-focused teacher education for EdTech Industry Leaders including 
Microsoft, HP and Promethean. Most recently Martha has been the Camp Director of Camp21, Microsoft's 
Educator Camps. 

 
A8. French: Les solutions Microsoft pour l'education 
Vimala Naidoo 

Cette session explore les outils puissants du bureau Microsoft pour les étudiants qui apprennent de 
façon alternatifs. Aujourd'hui plus qu'aux paravents les étudiants ont besoin d'outils gratuits avec 
leur besoin d'accessibilité et d'outils universels inclus sur tous les plateformes. Nous allons explore 
pourquoi les outils du bureau Microsoft son l’outil numéro un aux monde, et comment il rend besoin 
aux étudiants. Préparez-vous parce que les outils de littératie OneNote vont changer votre pensée 
sur les outils d’aides technologiques. 
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SESSION B (12:45 – 1:55)  

B1. AT Help Desk: Empowering AT Users, their Families and their Teachers 
Ryan Henderson and Richard Parker 

The number of assistive technology users in our school is growing every year. In order to fully 
support the growth of these students, we have empowered staff, students and community 
stakeholders as experts in the co-creation of training resources that can be accessed 24/7. The AT 
Help Desk aims to reinvent the way students, parents and staff are supported in their ongoing 
knowledge and understanding of Assistive Technology. Our AT Help Desk inquiry aims at gaining a 
better understanding of student, staff and parents needs with assistive technology to provide direct 
collaborative support.  

Ryan Henderson is a Special Education Resource Teacher from the Halton DSB with a passion for student 
engagement and AT. Ryan has delivered a variety of provincial and board workshops for educators and 
students on topics ranging from Digital Citizenship to Speech-to-Text Technology to Gaming in the 

Classroom.  

Richard Parker is a Special Education Resource Teacher from Halton DSB.  A driving passion behind his 
program is finding new ways to keep students engaged using technology.  He is in his 12th year, and has 
delivered a variety of technology workshops on many educational topics including Google, Coding and AT. 

 
B2. The Changing World: iPads, Smartphones, and Functional Skills 
Dragan Pausak 

THE WORLD HAS CHANGED! The 1st iPhone came out in 2007. The 1st iPad came out in 2010. The 
world has drastically changed in the past 5-8 years because of these personal SMART devices. In 
this presentation we will look at how to incorporate these devices into the lives of individuals with 
developmental disabilities. We will focus on Apps that promote functional skills. The skills needed 
for individuals with disabilities to function as independently as possible in the real world. This 
presentation will not look at Apps for special education, but instead how to utilize Apps that 
EVERYONE uses on a daily basis. This session is intended for all technology users. BYOD 

Dragan Pausak has worked with individuals with Special Needs for over 12 years. He currently is one of the 
Student Success Teachers for Applewood School in the Peel District School Board. He believes in leaving 
no student behind in this ever-changing technological society. 

 

B3. Sharing Student Thinking via Explain Everything in Mathematics 
Tim Kivell and Karen Wilson 

Explain Everything, the go to app in Education, is often used to support students share their learning 
in "non-traditional" ways. Paper and pencil tasks can be brought to life with annotations, photos and 
videos in a simple and straightforward manner making Explain Everything a necessary tool in all 
classrooms. 

Tim is the North Cluster Consultant with the Hamilton Wentworth District School Board. His teaching 
experience is with grades 6, 7 and 8. He has been a part of the Transforming Learning Everywhere (TLE) 
project in HWDSB. 

Karen is a 21st Century Learning Consultant with Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board.  Her teaching 
experience includes secondary Science, Social Sciences and Humanities, and Library/Learning Commons.  
She has also participated in writing projects for the Ministry and eLo related to Adolescent Literacy, and other 
educational topics. 
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B4. Supporting French Language Learners with Assistive Technology 
Ada Poon and April Townsend 

Assistive technology is a powerful tool that facilitates the differentiation of programming for 
students. Through purposeful planning that embeds Assistive Technology, YRDSB supports French 
Language Learners. In this session, we will examine the different assistive technology programs that 
we are using to support French Language Learners through teacher and student voice. Assistive 
Technology deepens student understanding of French language and culture, and increases student 
voice and engagement. 

Ada and April are the Technology Resource Teacher from York Region District School Board. They work 
hand in hand with teachers, support staff, other health professionals to embed Assistive Technology into 
student programming. 

 

B5. Fostering Independence in the Classroom Using Technology for Students with 

Visual Impairment 
Kathy Robinson and Denise Woodley 

This session will demonstrate how students with visual impairments independently access 
curriculum using technology in a geographically large and mainly rural school board with limited 
support personnel. The Vision Resource Teacher works together with the IT Technician to provide 
the best equipment options for the students and avail themselves to the students through the use of 
telecommunication technologies.  
Participants will have the opportunity to interact with some of these students via 
telecommunications. Intended for beginner users but advanced users will also benefit. 

Kathy Robinson has been a teacher for 27 years with the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board 
with experience as both classroom teacher and itinerant Vision Resource Teacher. 

Denise Woodley has worked with the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board for 26 years with over 
20 years of IT experience. Denise's focus for the last 12 years has been setting up AT equipment for 
ISA/SEA claims. 

 
B6. Google for All, a Google SEA Solution 
Bill Mackenzie, DJ Cunningham and Doug Rosette 

In Ontario, most school boards are encountering competing problems: a growing number of SEA 
requests and shrinking SEA budgets. Join Bill Mackenzie, Doug Rosette, and DJ Cunningham to 
learn how the Upper Grand DSB is leveraging Google Apps for Education, Read & Write for Google 
Chrome, and Chromebooks to decrease SEA costs, while increasing the number of students that can 
be supported. Additional focus will be on using data for decision making, benchmarking, and 
reporting.  

Bill MacKenzie is the IT/Program Liaison for the Upper Grand DSB. For the past 16 years Bill has worked 
closely with the Special Education Department to support SEA students. 

DJ Cunningham is the CEO of LearnStyle. DJ’s passion and expertise grows out of his deep personal 
understanding of learning disabilities. He has a significant learning disability and ADHD. With 42 employees, 
LearnStyle supports SEA claims in school districts across Ontario. 

Doug Rosette has managed the business development efforts for Texthelp in the Eastern North America for 
the past 9 years. Doug has worked in the assistive technology industry for 25 years. 
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B7. Microsoft Office for Education 
Martha Jez 

This session will explore how powerful Microsoft Office can be for students who learn differently.  
Today more than ever our students need built-in accessibility features that are free cross platform 
and universally accessible.  We will unpack why Office is the #1 tool used around the world and how 
it meets the needs of all learners.  Be prepared because the OneNote literacy tools will change how 
you think about assistive technology.   

Martha Jez is Director of Professional Programs for Fair Chance Learning.  Passionate about knowledge 
mobilization, she works to create networks of innovators and educators across Canada. Martha was 
a Learning Strategist with the Counselling and Development Centre of York University, providing learning 
strategies and AT support for students with disabilities while completing her Master’s in Critical Disability 
Studies. In collaboration with school boards across Ontario, Martha has designed and implemented ministry 
directed projects which integrate various technologies to increase teacher efficacy and student 
success.  Martha has enabled accessibility-focused teacher education for EdTech Industry Leaders including 
Microsoft, HP and Promethean. Most recently Martha has been the Camp Director of Camp21, Microsoft's 
Educator Camps. 

 

SESSION C (2:05 – 3:15) 

C1. iDevices in the Inclusive Classroom 
Tina Mandal and Paul Reed 

This workshop will focus on how the Durham District School Board is using iDevices in the areas of 
communication, organization, learning and self-regulation in the inclusive classroom. The workshop 
will provide participants with ways in which apps and iOs accessibility features can assist students 
at the point of learning and at the point of instruction. Participants will also get a chance to hear how 
Durham District School Board manages their devices and apps through an Enterprise Mobile Device 
Management System called Airwatch. 

Tina Mandal and Paul Reed are Special Education Facilitators in the Area of Assistive Technology who work 
for the Durham District School Board. They support teachers and students throughout the board in their use 
of Assistive Technology and how it can be integrated into their everyday learning and teaching practices. 
They are involved in working collaboratively with support services to ensure that hardware and software that 
best meets the needs of students is recommended and supported. 

 
C2. Making It Work: Speech to Text Software in the Classroom 
Terri Anne Jackson and Meghan Groves 

Speech-to-text software has the potential to improve the written communication of students with 
written output challenges by removing the barriers created by physical limitations or difficulties with 
the mechanics of writing. Many users are able to generate an increased volume of high quality 
product with the use of speech-to-text software. 

Meghan and Terri Anne have been working with the Durham District School Board for well over a decade 
each. They have been employed in both mainstream and special education settings. Currently, Meghan is an 
Advanced (Assistive) Technology trainer and Terri Anne is a Special Education Resource Teacher. 
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C3. Creating Interactive Video to Meet the Needs of a Variety of Learners 
Kendra Grant and Dr. Luis Pérez  

In this hands-on session, you'll create an interactive video using TouchCast on your iPad (and PC - 
Beta Version). TouchCast is a free app that allows you to create videos with more accessible content, 
embedded support and challenge, and options and choice. TouchCast encourages learners to 
interact, dig deeper and collaborate all within the video they are watching. 

In this session you'll learn to embed a variety of "touchable" apps (also called v'apps) into your video 
including web pages, images, polls, quizzes, PDFs, videos and more to create a truly engaging 
resource that meets the needs of a variety of learners. 

Kendra’s varied career includes educator, co-founder of a professional learning company and EdTech 
consultant. She is currently the President of the Inclusive Learning Network of ISTE. Kendra is also an 
adviser for EdTech startups at MaRS and recently completed her master’s in educational technology at the 
University of British Columbia. 

As someone who has a visual disability, Luis has experienced firsthand how technology can improve the 
lives of people with disabilities in a positive and meaningful way. He now shares his personal experience and 
expertise in the field of inclusive design as a consultant, speaker and author. He is the author of Mobile 
Learning for All: Supporting Accessibility with the iPad, from Corwin Press, and his work has appeared in 
many publications. Luis earned his doctorate in special education from the University of South Florida, and in 
2009 he was named an Apple Distinguished Educator. In addition to his passion for technology, Luis is an 
avid amateur photographer. 

 
C4. The Inclusive Classroom: Google Apps and UDL 

Dina Moati 

This hands-on session examines how using edtech can enable access to students with and without 
disabilities through implementing UDL in the classroom.  

Come explore different free Google tools that help create a collaborative learning environment that 
employs accessibility for students with disabilities while enhancing the inclusive experience for all 
students. 

Dina is a professor in the Educational Support Program at Sheridan College and has worked in K-12, 
vocational, and postsecondary settings. Her career portfolio includes extensive experience of using 
technology in the classroom and empowering students through incorporating tools that implement Universal 
Design for Learning. She holds a Master’s degree in Education and is a certified Assistive Technologist, 
Learning Strategist, as well as Adult Education Facilitator. Dina believes in the value and uniqueness of each 
learner and her work is grounded by the core value of the right of each person to have the opportunity to 
realize his/her fullest potential through enhancement of strengths and empowerment to reach goals. 

 

C5. When AT is Available to Everyone: Read&Write for Google Chrome and its 

Impact in a Large Board Setting 

Erica Mark and Andrea Brown 

This presentation will focus on YRDSB’s ongoing journey providing Read&Write for Google Chrome 
as an accessibility tool for all teachers and students. Gain an understanding of the key Read&Write 
for Google Chrome tools, and explore how they compare to traditional Assistive Technology tools 
such as Dragon, Kurzweil and WordQ. Learn about how universal access to Read&Write for Google 
Chrome is impacting class climate, access, teaching and learning. 

Erica Mark and Andrea Brown are Technology Resource Teachers with the York Region District School 
Board responsible for supporting the integration of assistive technology into curriculum. Erica has 15 years of 
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experience teaching Special Education in both the YRDSB and TDSB. Andrea has worked as an Educational 
Consultant across several school boards. She has been a Clinical Teacher Educator in Special Education for 
the Boston Teacher Residency and has also been a Special Education Resource Teacher in YRDSB. Erica 
and Andrea’s work has always played at the intersection of education, technology and access. 

 
C6. Giving Students a Voice - How AAC Changed Problem Behaviours at Seneca 

School 
Katie Barron and Laura Brooks 

Join us for the story of how staff at Seneca School used PECS, iPads, and eye-gaze communication 
systems to transform school culture and change the lives of nonverbal students with developmental 
disabilities. Join us for this interactive workshop as we explore some of the strategies, challenges 
and benefits of teaching Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) in the classroom. 

Katie Barron has been teaching Augmentative and Alternative Communication to students with 
developmental disabilities for the past 10 years in the Toronto District School Board. She holds a Masters of 
Education in Developmental Psychology from OISE and is currently involved in an Eye Gaze Technology 
research project with Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital. 

Laura Brooks has been working as an Educational Assistant in the Toronto District School Board since 1996. 
Laura brings a wealth of experience over the past 20 years working with students with multiple 
exceptionalities including Autism, Physical Disabilities, and Developmental Disabilities. 

 

C7. Microsoft Surface, Office 365 and Mobile Learning for Students with Disabilities 
Martha Jez 

When it comes to providing the right tools to our students, the device and operating system matter.  
Come and see why Microsoft offers the best educational interface to support students with 
disabilities to be academically successful. 

Martha Jez is Director of Professional Programs for Fair Chance Learning.  Passionate about knowledge 
mobilization, she works to create networks of innovators and educators across Canada. Martha was 
a Learning Strategist with the Counselling and Development Centre of York University, providing learning 
strategies and AT support for students with disabilities while completing her Master’s in Critical Disability 
Studies. In collaboration with school boards across Ontario, Martha has designed and implemented ministry 
directed projects which integrate various technologies to increase teacher efficacy and student 
success.  Martha has enabled accessibility-focused teacher education for EdTech Industry Leaders including 
Microsoft, HP and Promethean. Most recently Martha has been the Camp Director of Camp21, Microsoft's 
Educator Camps. 

 
C8. French: Microsoft Surface, Office 365 l'apprentissage a mobilité pour 

l’enfance en difficultés  
Vimala Naidoo 

Pour livrer les meilleurs outils à nos étudiants l’outil et le système d’informations sont importants. 
Venez voir pourquoi Microsoft offres les interfaces éducationnels pour soutenir les meilleurs 
supports a l’enfance en difficultés aux milieux scolaires.    
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                      CONFERENCE ITINERARY 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2016 

    4:00 - 7:00 pm Vendor Showcase and Registration 

  7:00 - 11:00  Meet ‘n Greet  

FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2016 

  7:30 - 8:45 am Registration and Breakfast 

  8:30 - 9:05  Welcome & O Canada  

   Opening Remarks 

  9:05 - 10:20  Keynote: Famous PEOPLE Players &  

   Diane Dupuy 

10:20 - 10:35    Break 

10:35 - 11:45  Session A Workshops 

11:45 - 12:45  Lunch  

12:45 - 1:55  Session B Workshops 

  2:05 - 3:15  Session C Workshops   

  3:15 - 3:30  Prize Draw 

 

Be sure to stay for 

the 

Prize Draw!! 

 


